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• 1. Dual, pluralia tantum and neuter plurals

• 2. Ablaut: o-grade

• 3. Soundsymbolic, onomatopoeic, and nursery words

• 4. Taboo & euphemism

(3 & 4 with the example of names for sexual organs)

• 5. Semantics



2. Arm. dual ač‘-k‘ ‘eye’ < PIE dual *h3(o)k
w-ih1 n. ‘both eyes’:

Gr. ὄσσε, OCS oči, etc.

• i-stem (Plato, Paterica, etc. and dialects)

• a-stem (Bible+)

◊ Arm. ač‘-a- may reflect a neuter plural in *-h2, with -č‘- analogical

after the dual form.

◊ Armenian singular akn, gen. akan, instr. akam-b ‘eye’

• Aberrant -k-: *akh-kn (cf. armu-kn ‘elbow’, mu-kn ‘mouse’,

and un-kn ‘ear’)

> *akkn > akn (simplification of the geminate).

• Also note Gr. ὄκκον ‘eye’.

◊ For the singulative *aw-n- ‘eye’, see y-awn-k‘ ‘eyebrows’.



3. yawn-k‘ ‘eyebrows’ (Bible+)

• a-stem: gen.-dat.pl. yawn-a-c‘ (Philo, Severian of Gabala), ins.p.

yawn-a-w-k‘ (Isaiah 3.16 [var. yawn-i-w-k‘], Ephrem); rarely

singular, a-stem: ins.sg. yawn-a-w (Grigor Astuacaban).

• i-stem: gen.-dat.pl. yawn-i-c‘ or yun-i-c‘ (Movsēs Xorenac‘i 2.42

[1913=1991: 167L10], Nonnus, Grigor Narekac‘i, etc.), ins.pl. yawn-

i-w-k‘ (see above on Isaiah 3.16).



4. yawn-k‘ = prefix y- ‘in, on, at’

+ *aw-n- ‘eye’ < PIE *h3kʷ-n-.

◊ The i-and a- declensions may be explained through PIE dual

*-i(h1) and n.pl. *-h2, respectively (Martirosyan 2010: 491)

◊ For the semantic pattern, compare:

• Lith. ántakis, añtakis ‘eyebrow’ = ant prep. ‘on, upon,

towards’ + akìs ‘eye’;

• Slav. *nad-očъje, *nad-oči and *ob-očъje, *ob-oči

‘eyebrows’, basically meaning ‘on / at / above eyes’.

◊ For the Indo-European body part names with a singulative suffix

*-n-, see Pronk 2015.

• Also note Skt. ákṣ-i-, gen.sg. akṣ-ṇ-ás ‘eye’, etc.



5. artawsr ‘tear’ and cunr ‘knee’ are uninflected in singular; they

both derive from IE *u-stem neuters and display plural forms in -a-,

which reflects the IE neuter plural *-h2.

📖 Godel 1972: 53-54, 57; Kortlandt 1985a = 2003: 60-62; de Lamberterie 1993:

163; Clackson 1994: 47-48, 126; Olsen 1999: 167-168; cf. also Meillet 1903: 146-

148. For a general discussion of these words, see Martirosyan 2010: 147, 343-344.



6. artawsr (only nom.-acc.sg.), pl. artasu-k‘, a-stem: gen. artasu-a-c‘

‘tear’ from *drák̂u-:

• Gr. δάκρυ n.;

• Germ. *tagra- / *trahna- n. ‘tear’, with four different stem variants

(Kroonen 2013: 504-505):

• *tagra- > Goth. tagr, OEngl. teagor;

• *tahra- > OHG zahar, OEngl. tæhher, OFris. tār;

• *trahra- > MHG traher;

• *trahna- > OHG, Old Saxon. trahan;

• Lat. lacruma, dacri/uma ‘tear’, etc.



7. The Armenian plural stem *artasu-a- < neuter plural *drak̂u-h2, cf.

Gr. δάκρυα,

◊ Nominative։ *drak̂u-r > *artá(w)su-r > artawsr with anticipation of

*-u- and/or from PArm. *artawr- < *drak̂ru-.

◊ One might posit an underlying neuter heteroclitic paradigm, albeit

analogical rather than original (cf. Lubotsky 1994: 99):

• nom. *drak̂u-r,

• gen. *drak̂-(u)n-,

• pl. *drak̂u-h2.

Middle Armenian and all the known dialectal forms (Hamšen, Tʻiflis,

Nor Naxiǰewan, Łarabał, Agulis, Salmast, Van, Moks, Zeytʻun, etc.)

have artasun-kʻ



8. cunr (only nom.-acc.sg.), pl. cung-kʻ, a-stem: cng-a-cʻ ‘knee’

< IE *ĝonu-: Skt. ja ̄́ nu-, Gr. γόvυ, etc.

• Arm. pl. cung-kʻ < IE dual *cung-a- < n.pl. *ĝonu̯-h2, cf. Gr. γοῦvα.

• *-u̯-a: re-introduction of the n.pl. -a << mit-k‘ (gen.pl. mt-a-cʻ) ‘mind,

intelligence’ and ənder-kʻ (gen.pl. ənder-a-cʻ) ‘entrails’.

• In the case of cung-, the change *-u- > *-u̯- may have also been

strengthened after the dual, *ĝonu-̯ī > Arm. *cung(-i).

◊ Also note: tarr, gen.pl. tarer-c‘ (Bible) or tarer-a-c‘ (Book of Chries 5.5.16, 6.4.2)

‘element, matter, substance’ probably < PArm. *tarúra < n.pl. *doru-r-h2, based on PIE

*doru n. ‘wood’. Singular tarr < *tar(u)r: analogically after the plural *tarúra. Then

tarr, as a word with -Cr in auslaut, adopted the er-declension on the model of such a

word as dustr : dster and ezer : ezer.







11. mawru-k‘ (gen.pl. mawru-a-c‘) ‘beard’ < PIE *smok̂ru- n. ‘beard’:

• Hitt. zama(n)kur n. ‘beard’,

• Skt. śmáśru- n. ‘beard’,

• Lith. smãkras, smakrà ‘chin’, etc.

◊ PArm. *(s)mawrú-a- < n.pl. *smok̂ru-h2 (*-k̂r- > Arm. -wr-).

◊ CA by-form murukʻ < *mowru- < *smok̂ru- >.

◊ It is tempting to assume that the vowel -a- penetrated from the older

IE *smok̂ur (cf. Hitt. zamakur);

• trisyllabic *smok̂ur-h2 > Arm. *(s)mawúra

• with *o > a in open pretonic syllable

• and w analogically after *smok̂ruh2 > *mowrua-



12. CA ṙungn (mostly pl. ṙng-un-k‘),*ṙung-k‘, a-stem ‘nostrils’

from neuter plural *sro/ugh-n-h2; cf.

• Gr. ῥύγχος, ῥύγχεος n., diminutive ῥυγχίον n. ‘snout, muzzle (of

swine, dogs and other quadrupeds); beak, bill (of birds)’,

• Celt. *srognā > OIr. srón, ā f. ‘nose’, MWelsh ffroen f. ‘nostril’,

etc.





14. CA lar ‘rope, rein, cable, cord, string’ (o-, i- and a- stems) <

*h1ul(e/o)h1ro-,

• Gr. n.pl. εὔληρα, Dor. αὔληρα, Hesychian ἀβληρά ‘reins’

• Lat. lōrum, -ī, n. ‘thong, rawhide whip, rein’.

◊ *h1ulh1ro- would develop to PArm. *uláro- > lar, o-stem,

◊ n.pl. *h1ul(e)h1r-h2 (cf. Gr. n.pl. εὔληρα) > PArm. *ulár-a > lar, a-

stem.

◊ dual *h1ulh1r-i(h1) > *ulári- > lar-k‘, -i-c‘, etymologically ‘reins’





16. *pork̂-u- ‘rib, side’ > CA y-orsay-s adv. ‘supinely, lying on the back’

(John Chrysostom, Philo, etc.), yorsayseal ‘id.’ (Proverbs 6.9; yorsayseal

ankeal in Canon Law, with ankanim ‘to fall down’), yorsaysem ‘to cause

to lie down; to let fall, overthrow’ (Paterica, Grigor Narekaci, etc.);

without y-: orsays ‘lying on the back’ (Paterica), orsayseal ‘supine’

(Movsēs Xorenac‘i 1.12);

• Skt. párśu- f. ‘rib’, pārśvá- n. ‘the region of the ribs, side, flank’,

• YAv. pərəsu- ‘rib’, Khot. pālsuā- ‘rib; spoke’, MPers. pahlūg,

NPers. pahlū ‘side, rib’, Oss. fars ‘side’, etc.

• OCS prьsi ‘chest, bosom’, Russ. pérsi ‘breast, bosom’, Lith. pìršys

‘chest of a horse’, etc. (considered uncertain).

📖 Jǎhukyan 1991: 42; 2010: 556a; Martirosyan 2013: 100.



17. The “pure” form *(y)orsay preserved in the dialect of Nor-Jǔła:

hɔṙsa əngnel ‘to lie down or recline like a superior’ from *yorsay ankan-

(cf. yorsayseal ankeal in Canon Law), and *yors-ank- > hɔṙsang tal ‘id.’.

◊ Place name Ałiors-k‘ = Ałi ‘Lake Van’ < ‘Salty’ + *ors- ‘rib, side’

◊ The o-vocalism is found in several words in the same semantic field:

• koł ‘rib, side’,

• ołn ‘spine, back’,

• oṙ ‘buttocks’,

• p‘or ‘belly’,

• k‘ov ‘side’.

◊ Perfect parallels:

• y-orsays-eal ‘supinely, lying on the back’ < *orsay- ‘rib, side’,

• y-ołn-eal ‘id.’ < ołn ‘spine, back; (dial.) hill-side’.





18. Arm. klir ‘penis’

• Middle Armenian (Rivola 1621, Norayr Biwzandacʻi)

• ubiquitous in the dialects

◊ Compared with Kartv. *qḷe- ‘penis’: Georg. qḷe- ‘penis’, Megr. ‘ole-,

Laz. qọle-, ole-, ḳole- ‘penis’; cf. Svan qḷaw ‘child (boy)’ (see Klimov

1998: 105, 243-244).

◊ The ending -ir of Arm. klir may be due to the influence of MPers.

kēr, NPers. kēr / kīr ‘penis’.

📖 For a further discussion on the relationship between Arm. klir with

those Kartvelian and Iranian words, see Gippert 2005: 153.











19. Soundsymbolic *kul- and redupl. *ku-ku(-l) (MidArm. and all the dialectal

areas) ‘small, spherical and plump (object or person)’, ‘pupil’, ‘jug’, ‘doll, little

girl’; MidArm. and dial. kl-or-ak ‘small ball’, kl-ur ‘round, spherical’; MidArm.

and dial. onomatopoeic kl-kl- ‘to gurgle’

• cf. Arm. dial. kuklat ‘he who is deprived of virility and sexual potency, soy

boy’, prob. *kukul- ‘penis pueri’ + privative suffix -at

• Skt. gula- m. ‘glans penis’ (Lex.), ‘ball’ vs. gola- m. ‘globe’ (Cl.), ‘jar in the form

of a ball’ (Ep.), gulī- f. ‘globe’ (Lex.), gulikā- f. ‘bullet, ball, pearl, pill’ (Cl.);

• Shughni γur, Yazghulami γər ‘testicle’, pl. ‘scrotum’, Sarikoli γur, Yazghulami

γōr ‘penis’;

• MHG kūle ‘ball’, Old English cycgel ‘club with rounded head’;

• Hitt. kulli- n. (Luwianism) ‘pot for honey or oil’;

• Also note NPers. kulāh ‘seed vessel or capsula; penis; bubble’.

◊ Georgian-Zan *ḳuḳul- ‘bud, burgeon’: Georg. ḳuḳur-, ḳoḳor- ‘bud, burgeon’,

Megr. ḳviḳvil- ‘bud’, Laz ḳuḳul-



20. Conclusion

◊ Arm. klir ‘penis’ derives from the Armenian widespread

soundsymbolic and onomatopoeic root *kul- ‘small, spherical and plump

object’,

◊ possibly directly comparable with Skt. gula- m. ‘glans penis; ball’, etc.

(cf. also Kartv. *qḷe- ‘penis’).

◊ The ending -ir of Arm. klir may be due to the influence of MPers. kēr,

NPers. kēr / kīr ‘penis’.



21. Medit. substr. *thuōik̂o- or *tū(i)k̂o- vel sim. ‘fig’:

• Arm. t‘uz, o-stem ‘fig’, dial. (Aslanbek and Ozim) ‘female genitals’;

• Gr. σῦκον, Boeotian τῦκον n. ‘fig; pudenda muliebria, female

genitals’;

• Lat. fīcus, ī and ūs, f. ‘fig, fig-tree’,

• Ital. dial. fica / figa ‘vulva’, ‘sexually very attractive woman’

• cf. Germ. Feige ‘fig’, ‘vulva’, ‘cowardly’



22. Semantics: shifts in opposite directions

• oṙ(-kʻ) ‘buttocks’ > ‘end, extremity, bottom’

• etew ‘back, behind’ > ‘buttocks’

























Thank you for your attention!


