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Chinese Kuaiban / Bamboo-clappers 

– 
An efficient way to improve your Chinese 

Widely unknown in the west, Kuaiban is a traditional, yet still very popular music instrument and performing art in China. By using bamboo clappers a rhythm is created on that a rhythmic text is spoken in rhymes. Kuaiban pieces traditionally tell folktales and other stories.
Especially for learners of Chinese this art form can also be used to improve Chinese language skills, like pronunciation, vocabularies and even the language speed. 

This lecture gives a general introduction of Kuaiban, its history and development in the PRC.  The main part then focuses on highlighting the advantages of Kuaiban for students of Chinese and shows in what forms Kuaiban appears in today's Chinese society. 
During the lecture the speaker will also show how Kuaiban is played and will also give a short performance after the lecture. 

About the speaker: René Bernard has been working and living in Beijing for more than two years and has studied and performed Kuaiban for also around two years. He is fluent in Chinese and one of the very few non-Chinese who can play the instrument and recite pieces of Kuaiban. ​​​
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Time:       Monday 14.4.2014    
 
 

                 6.00 p.m.  
Location: Übungsraum 14 
                 Philosophiegebäude am Hubland
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